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Conclusions. The method of thermochemical activation of coffee grounds waste with potassium
hydroxide to obtain nanoporous carbon materials was tested. It is shown that the obtained carbon
materials have a specific surface area of 400-1050 m2/g and a pore volume of 0.23-0.51 cm3/g,
depending on the activation temperature. In the obtained nanoporous carbon materials, the vast
majority of pores have sizes of 0.65-1.25 nm.

Nanoporous carbon materials (NCM) are used to prepare supercapacitor (SC) electrodes. The high
specific energy characteristics of SC are closely related to the physicochemical characteristics of NCM.
NCM with a highly developed surface area and controlled pore size distribution we have obtained by
chemical and thermal activation of carbon containing precursors [1, 2]. In our work we propose a
method of obtaining NCM with a high specific surface area. The NCM is obtained by thermochemical
activation of potassium hydroxide waste coffee grounds (WCG). The WCG, from commercial beverage
manufacturers, was dried at 65-85 °C for 48 h. The dried WCG was mixed at a weight ratio of 1:0.5:1
with KOH and distilled water. The resulting mixture was stirred thoroughly for 1-2 hours; after which it
was dried at a temperature of 90 ºC. The dry material was placed in an autoclave and heated to a
given temperature and kept at this temperature for 30 min. After cooling, the resulting material was
washed to neutral pH and dried at 90 ºC. The series of samples (S400 ÷ S900) were numbered
according to the thermochemical activation temperature. For example, S900 is a material activated at
900 ºC. The table shows the characteristics of the porous structure of NCM.
Following the genesis of the porous structure of carbon materials as a
result of different activation temperatures, it can be noted that the
microporous structure begins to form at temperatures of 500 ºС,
since the material obtained at 400 ºС (Fig. 1) has a mesoporous
structure with a surface area of 23 m2/g (Tab.). In materials obtained
at temperatures of 500-700 ºС, micropores with a size of 0.65-1.45
nm are formed (Fig. 2). At higher temperatures, there is an increase
of the number of pores with a size of 0.65-1.25 nm, which make up
almost 90% of the specific surface area and up to 80% of the total
volume of pores.


